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Landscape of Early Care & Education

While there is demand for early care and education, the cost often limits access to care.
¢ (T currently has 202,071 children between the ages of 0-4, with approximately 62% living with parents in the workforce.?
¢ 12.31% of children under four years of age live in poverty.

# The cost of child care ranges from $6,000 to more than $12,000 annually for full-time child care of infants and toddlers, with that cost
often exceeding 41% of the budget of a single parent earning the state median income.

¢ Head Start and Early Head Start serve approximately 8,000 children in CT.
» State-funded programs serve approximately 4,000 infant, toddler, and preschool children.”

¢ School Readiness Programs serve over 9,000 children in priority school districts.



"SI3UDEI UOIIEINPD PuR 3Jed Ales 01 uonesuadwod alenbape apircid 0 PUB S|EIUBP3ID PIJEPUEWI S,U0NEINPT
40 3uBedSQ 233S INDIFIBUUOD Y2 193t 0} J3PJO Ul UOIIEINPS JDYIES) 03 $S3092 PUedXd 0 PIPISU BB SJUSWISIAUL Paseadul e

syuswasinbas Suiuoday
pue sweans Suipuny SulAiea Aq pasned ualyo S13BYL UOITEONPD PUE 31ed AjJea Ul ISIXD JBY} SOJIS SY) UMOP )Ea1q 01 p3au esiaiayl e

SSOUNEIM
"UOIIEINPS pue a1ed Aled Jo acuepodwl ay3 o uoiudodas pue jim oygnd Suneelsa uesiaisyl e
( "ma} B BUIBU 0} JO)UOUS Il PUE ‘Wel|ID) J3Y .M I3{81Z pJempd “5-8) "paly S1yl ul SHadxa 0} SSA00E SBY 1) *

‘UONBIOYR[[0D PaseaJdul 31elijioe) 01 PaysIqeISs Uaaq SARY [1DUN0)D
AI0SIAPY 21815 PRIBINWLIODS A[JUSIDL DYI PUE ‘S[IDUNOD SSAUIPEIY [O0YIS ‘Sanesoqe||0) AIaAaodsig Sulpn|oul ‘saiiiua ulleulpioo) e

‘sdeg 9s3Y3 SSaIPPER 01 $31591.11S ‘UOIIRIIJIIUIPI SIYL padojaaap aaey sdnoud
U2IYM/OUM D1 "WIDISAS UONEINPS pue aJed Ales ay] o sded/swisjqosd ay) AJIuUDpP! 01 dUOP USAQ SBY I0M JO JUNOWE JUBDIUSISY

HFEIENS

‘531281500 |eljua3od pue ‘peaye 98104 01 S3UNLIOAdO ‘BWOIIIA0 1SNW 31LIS 3Y] SBIU|IGRISUINA 3Y) ‘ucdn ping pinod am eyl
SY3ISU.41$ BU3 SUIAHIUDPI Ul ISISSE PINOM ULDS [BJUILLIUOCIIAUS UB ‘UOIIEINP3 pue aJed Alues 01 ydeosdde paleuipaood 310w e SUilRald 01 400| 3m Sy

SIpady ] B ‘sarpuniioddQ ‘ssaunpap ‘Syrbualls sisAipuy 1OMS UoizpIng3 pun 2107 ALID3 IN311I2UUO)

FRIOPIOM DY)
ui s3uaJsed Jo uoinod jjews e SuDIAISS 248 am ‘AjJuasald  Supjiom s3iiwey pue SUIALIYI USIP|IYD FARY ‘SSBUIPRA) |O0YIS JUNSUI 0] UOILRINPS pur
aJes Aes 0] pallwwod 9g 1snw Sulpuny JUBDIYNS  S3I|IWES INJIIIDUUOCD JO SPISU DAISS UBLLNY PUE [BUOITEINPD 3Y) JO SWISY Ul ISIX3 A[jus.und
1ey1 sded ay3 [ am 18yl sanesddwi s1 11 ‘stoop uanesiapuny yoess Asyl uaym any Ag Apead ualp|iyd T1v sAeY 01 [eOF INO Ul JNJSSIIINS 3 OL

aedh awes
1BY1 JO 1240120 AG 000LT Ajrewixoadde 03 Suiddoup saquinu 1eyl yum ‘600z 40 AN w1 3ansopd wieadoad ayl o1.J0Ld UJpP|IYd 000°ZT
Alrewxosdde paasas ‘Spuny 23eI1S pue pund 300ig wwawdo@asaq pue aJed pliyd 3yl Ag papuny ‘spiiyaie) ‘wies3oad ApIsqns 243 pliyd sy e



* Reimbursement rates to providers in the School Readiness Program were formulated, below cost of care, based upon the availability of
reliable child care subsidy payments to supplement that reimbursement.

» Connecticut reimbursement rates to early care providers participating in the child care subsidy program are based on an outdated
market rate survey conducted by in 2001. The reimbursement rate currently reflects the 60" percentile of the market rate, as opposed
to the 75th percentile recommended by the federal Child Care and Development Fund guidelines.

+ Eligibility for child care subsidy fluctuates and is consequently unreliable for families and providers.
* The enrollment process for state-funded services is cumbersome for both parents and providers.
Opportunities
* Federal recognition and prioritization of education, including early care and education:
1) Proposed $1.6 billion increase for Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG),
2) A 5989 million increase for Head Start Early Head Start—for a total of $8.2 bil.lion,
3) The Early Learning Chalienge Fund proposal of $9 billion over ten years,

4) A S$10 billion increase over ten years for the child nutrition programs through the reauthorization of Child and Adult Care Food
Program, and

5} Anincrease in the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit for middle-class families, funding up to 35% of child care expenses
depending on annual income.

= Child Care and Development Block Fund is up for reauthorization.
* The upcoming gubernatoriai election will present an opportunity to provide CT with a children’s champion,

¢ The reformulated State Advisory Council provides an opportunity for further collaboration and coordination of early care and education.
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* Build support for early care and education with gubernatorial candidates

! pata in “Current Landscape of Early Care and Education,” gathered from National Child Care Information and Technical Assistance Center, State profile-CT,
http://nccic.acf.hhs.pov/statedata/statepro/display.cfm?state=Connecticut.

2 Connecticut Voices for Children. (2008). Connecticut Early Care and Education Progress Report, Cyd Oppenheimer.
*National Women’s Law Center, (February 2010). Administration’s FY 2011 Budget: Early Childhood Highlights, Washington, DC.

* Connecticut Department of Social Services . {200} Plan for CCOF Services in Connecticut for Period 10/1/09-9/30/1.






